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Friday 8" May 2026
Dear Parents and Carers,

Snap shot of learning this week;
This week, we are proud to celebrate the many teaching and learning opportunities taking place across every

year group. From hands-on exploration to increasingly independent thinking and leadership in the upper
years, our children continue to engage with curiosity, creativity, and resilience. Each classroom reflects a
vibrant learning community where pupils are encouraged to ask questions, collaborate with others, and
challenge themselves to grow academically and personally. We are grateful to our staff for creating
experiences that help every child to learn, and we look forward to seeing our children continuing to thrive
throughout the year.

In Reception, we are currently exploring different
types of minibeasts. We have been learning and
writing lots of interesting facts, as well as creating
representations of minibeasts in our artwork by
combining a variety of resources. With a scientific
focus, we have been completing bug hunts, learning
about life cycles, and labelling the different parts of
minibeasts’ bodies. The children are thoroughly
enjoying our Makaton minibeast songs and our
favourite this week is ‘There’s a Spider on the
Floor’. Through fun, interactive, topic songs, the
children are Iearnlng 5|gn language to help support our inclusive classroom environment.

Well done Reception, fantastic effort!

Year1

Year 1 have been thinking about stars as a part of their English learning
journey. Last Monday, we received a special delivery and inside was a
star that had fallen out the sky. Throughout the week, children have
been writing star related sentences and working on their capital letters,
full stops and finger spaces. All that writing has given twinkle the star
enough energy to fly back up into the night sky. This afternoon, we put
twinkle in a tree to give them a head start back into the sky.

Year 2
: Well done to Year 2 who have been scientific investigators this week.
They have been out and about on the school grounds taking part in bug
hunts. This links to the science learning about animals and their habitats.
The children have linked this to the weather and the minibeasts being
more active in the warmer weather. As part of their recording, the
children were required to describe some of the characteristics.
I am sure there might be some children taking this learning forward at
home and keen to complete bug hunts in gardens or whilst out and
about. Please take every opportunity to explore the environment more
and build on vocabulary and learning.




Year 3

In Year 3 this week we have started a new learning journey for
maths which is fractions. We started our learning practically,
reminding ourselves how to find halves and quarters of an amount
by collecting cubes and sorting them into equal groups, first finding
one half and then one quarter. We then challenged ourselves with
finding two quarters and three quarters of an amount before finally
introducing the new learning of finding thirds.

In History we have been learning about Romans. This week we
learnt about what they liked to do in their free time. We first =
discussed what we do and how we like to socialise with our friends
and then compared it to Roman times. We found out that they
enjoyed: going to the theatre, going to the Roman baths and watching gladiators and chariot racing at the
colosseum. We created our own freeze frames in groups to show the fun things that Romans liked to do.

Year 3 /4

This week in science, year 3/4 have been looking at the journey water
takes through plants and the job roots and stems have in this process.
In order to observe this, we conducted an experiment where we put
celery in coloured water to see if we could observe the colours moving
up the celery.

What do you think will happen?

Can you make a good prediction?

What variables did we need to keep the same?

Year 5
“* Year 5 have been exploring Wassily Kandinsky’s artwork and
discovered he used music as an inspiration. The children listened to 3

%Y very different pieces of music, considered how it made them feel and
L. chose colours and shapes to reflect their L ! V. _ )y &

N emotions.

Year 5 have thoroughly been enjoying %
programming the Micro:bits in
computing. This half term we have been
developing our ability in writing code to instruct the Micro:bit to do a series of
tasks including creating a timed animation of a beating heart and making
our names scroll across the display. This week's lesson focussed on being able s
to create a step counter, increasing in value when the micro:bit shakes and © =

senses our movement! Well done Year 5!

Year 6

This week in Year 6, the children have been practising
hard for the upcoming SATs and every single Year 6 child
should be very proud of the work they have been doing
both recently and across the year. Amongst the
arithmetic, reading and GPS activities, Year 6 have been
enjoying the role of ‘markers’ to identify the strengths of
their work as well as identifying what went wrong and B
learning from any errors made. Year 6 also practised their |
GPS in a fun game called ‘The Unfair Game!” which put
their knowledge of GPS to the test and pitted them against
each other to score points or donate them away! We are
incredibly proud of Year 6 and the work they have put in
to be as ready as possible. Well done Year 6!




Greenhaven
It has been another fantastic week in Green Haven, with pupils showing excellent enthusiasm, teamwork
and resilience across all areas of learning.

EYFS/KS1

This week, we have been exploring books from different cultures. We have used these
stories as a stimulus to think about sharing, talking about our likes and dislikes, and % &
discussing our feelings. In Maths, we have been exploring how to find and recognise
fractions, focusing on halves and quarters. We have completed this through lots of
practical activities such as cutting shapes and sharing different quantities into equal
groups. In the afternoons, we have been using the NSPCC ‘Speak Out. Stay Safe.” '~
programme to explore the topic of bullying, as well as discussing how we can show
respect and kindness to others.

" KS2
This week, we have been writing poetry. We have learnt about using onomatopoeia
and repetition for effect, before applying these skills to a story to create our own
¥ poems. In Maths, we have been focusing on addition and subtraction involving

" decimal numbers. The class have been using the column method to solve calculations
accurately and confidently. We have also had some excellent conversations about
bullying, including how to show kindness, respect everyone, and support one
another.

Preschool Toothbrushing

Brus.ﬁing
4 \\ Our Teeth

Preschool have joined the NHS tooth brushing scheme and all children from 3 years old can take part. Every
child following their 3rd birthday is provided with a registration letter and tooth brushing home kit and reward
chart. As well as having a nhamed toothbrush at Preschool. After lunch and outside play, we come inside to
do our scarf dance or movement break. Then in small groups we come together around the tooth brushing
table to brush our teeth.

Our toothbrushes are stored in trains and each group has a different colour. We brush our teeth for 2 minutes
and we found a Danny Go tooth brushing song which we brushed along too. The programme is working
really well and the children have taken to the new routine quickly and look forward to joining in.

Attendance:

Good school attendance is essential for children to achieve their full potential, build positive routines, and
maintain strong relationships with their peers and teachers. We would like to remind parents and carers of
the importance of making daily contact with the school whenever a child is absent. If a child is off school
for more than one day, it is important that the school is informed each day with the reason for the absence
so that we can continue to monitor attendance and ensure the wellbeing of all pupils. This was discussed
during our regular meeting with the Local Authority attendance representative this week. Thank you for
continuing to keep us informed at all times and for providing medical appointment information where
appropriate.



Preschool Educational Visit to Amazon World

Preschool had an amazing day at Amazon World on Tuesday. They visited lots of different animal enclosures
and had two keeper talks. In the morning they joined a Lemur walk and the keeper shared lots of stories
and knowledge about the lemurs and we were able to see what they eat. Their favourite food was butternut
squash. Then in the afternoon they had a Meerkat talk with the keeper, the meerkats were very busy and
inquisitive. The children enjoyed watching the flamingos and meeting the wallabies. They were very friendly
and came to say hello.

As well as learning all about the different animals we had time to practice our physical skills in the indoor
soft play and in the large outdoor play area.

\\\\\\

Year 5 Sailing:
This week's sailing was back out at sea, with the children showing their growing confidence in the water. I

am sure there were lots of tired children at the end of their sailing day! Some children also had the chance
to explore the habitats whilst in the beach environment too! Well done everyone.

Ordering School Meals
Please ensure school meals are booked for your child at the start of the week. It is important that this
is completed online, via Parentpay before the week begins. Thank you for your support in this matter.

School Disco Success
Thank you to everyone that came along to support the school Bank Holiday Disco! The generosity of
support to make events like this happen are really appreciated. £431.23 was raised for PTA funds,
which will continue to support our OPAL play provision on the school site. Thank you to the wonderful
PTA members that run and coordinate the success of these events.




OPAL (Outdoor Play and Learning)

Please see some of the key features of OPAL play this week.

AL Neess

This Week in OPAL...
The collaboration between groups of children across
classes and year groups has really been evident this
week. The dressing-up outfits have been shared from
our youngest to oldest children and as always the
Water Play Zone has been a time for experimentation
and challenge for all year groups.

If you have any old clothes; especially hats and bags
the children would love to have them!
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It has been a week of singing and dressing
up. From vikings to pirates and everything
in between, our children have embraced
the chance to try on a new persona.

Personal achievements:

LAINE JVVIvivinNng
PARENT AND CHILD
AMILY FUN SESSIONS

¥ = ] WATER WORKOUT . .
! 9 \IMMING LESSONS Well done to Tom Power, who had a busy bank holiday with
] INIOR LIFESAVING CLUB lots of swimming achievements. Tom was awarded his Bronze
) =15 years old)
G,_UARD COURSES

swimming challenge, water skills 3 and his 200m distance

award. Keep up the hard work Tom. Swimming is such an

important skill to learn, due to our location on the Isle of
Wight.

Online Safety Messages

Please see the latest bulletin from the National College at the end of the newsletter. This week it provides
tips for helping neurodivergent children enjoy the online world safely.

Neurodivergent children are often drawn to technology, so early, supported experiences online are key. This
guide explores how adults can model positive digital behaviour, set age-appropriate limits and create open,
judgement-free conversations about online safety. It also highlights the importance of balancing screen use
with offline activities to support wellbeing and development.

It also unpacks emerging challenges, including AI-generated content and the blurred lines between real and
simulated interactions. With clear, practical advice on boundaries, critical thinking and safe communication,
this guide helps educators and families build confidence in supporting neurodivergent children to navigate
the digital world safely and responsibly. Please see the poster at the end of the newsletter.

Love Matters: Family Support
Please see details of two different support sessions below run by love matters. Please also see posters at the
end of the newsletter.




FULLY FUNDED 1 to 2 and 1 to 1 Relationship Support sessions for couples/individuals who want to
improve their relationships with their partner or co parent. These sessions are underpinned by research and
grounded in the evidence-based Gottman approach. These sessions are educational in nature rather
than couples counselling, focusing on building knowledge, insight, and practical skills that can be applied
in everyday family life.

For couples, 1:2 sessions support the development of stronger friendship, constructive conflict regulation,
and stronger emotional connection—particularly during key transitions such as becoming parents. For
individuals, 1:1 sessions provide a space to reflect on relationship patterns, increase emotional awareness,
and strengthen confidence in navigating relationship and parenting challenges.

While not therapy, the sessions are underpinned by decades of research, and outcomes from this approach
consistently demonstrate significant benefits for relationship satisfaction, stability, and overall family
wellbeing.

Bookings for 1 to 2 and 1 to 1 Relationship Support can be made
here: https://calendar.app.google/biKfoH3kTRWc7zvW8

Love Matters will run 3 Online Courses over the year for parents in the perinatal phase, called Bringing
Baby Home

There is an upcoming fully funded 5-week online course, Bringing Baby Home, which will be facilitated
online on Tuesday 9th June at 8pm. This course is based on the internationally recognised Gottman approach
and is specifically designed to support couples as they navigate early parenthood/ the transition to
parenthood. (Flyer attached)

It's informal, no expectation to talk if participants don't want to, it's just a really important protected
opportunity for couples to focus on EACH OTHER amidst the demands of pregnancy, birth preparation and
early parenthood.

Bringing Baby Home is designed to proactively support parents during this pivotal stage, helping them
build a strong, secure foundation for their growing family.

Throughout the programme, participants will:

o Develop skills to strengthen communication and manage conflict constructively

o Increase emotional connection and understanding between partners

o Learn how to support one another through the transition to parenthood

0 Gain insight into infant development and how their relationship impacts their baby’s wellbeing
o Build a nurturing and emotionally responsive family environment

Bookings for Bringing Baby Home course can be made here: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/bringing-
baby-home-a-course-for-couples-in-early-parenthood-tickets-1985920069387?aff=oddtdtcreator

Dates coming up:

Date | Event | Year Group | Details / Special Arrangements
Week 5
Mon 11.5.26 | Y6 SATs Week Y6 All Y6 children to take part in Y6 SATs

throughout this week, Monday to
Thursday. Children to be in school from
8:00am each day please, for breakfast.
Thur 14.5.26 | Sailing Y5 Sailing session 4/10

Fri 15.5.26 Swimming Y3 & KS2 GH Swimming session 5/10

Week 6



https://calendar.app.google/biKfoH3kTRWc7zvW8
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/bringing-baby-home-a-course-for-couples-in-early-parenthood-tickets-1985920069387?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/bringing-baby-home-a-course-for-couples-in-early-parenthood-tickets-1985920069387?aff=oddtdtcreator

Mon 18.5.26 | PTA Event All children and Proposed PTA Bingo event — please see full
families welcome poster below.
to attend

Tues 19.5.26 | Educational Visit Preschool Aspire visit

Wed 20.5.26 | Workshop session Young Carers Young Carers workshop and activity
session in school

Wed 20.5.26 | Reading Workshops | Varying classes Stories in School Day — workshops in
classes across school during the day.

Thur 21.5.26 | Sailing Y5 Sailing session 5/10

Fri 22.5.26 Swimming Y3 & KS2 GH Swimming session 6/10

Fri 22.5.26

HALF TERM BREAK — Mon 25.5.26 — Fri 29.5.26

Week 1

Mon 1.6.26 Start of half term Everyone Welcome back to school for the start of the
final half term of the year.

Tues 2.6.26 | MHST Workshop Y3 and Y4 Building Resilience Workshop led by the
MHST for LKS2 children

Thurs 4.6.26 | MHST Workshop Y5 and Y6 Building Resilience Workshop led by the
MHST for UKS2 children

Thurs 4.6.26 | Workshop Y5 and Y6 Bible Explorers Session

Fri 5.6.26 Sailing Y5A 5A class begin their sailing session this
week. Please ensure you bring a swimming
kit to school and wear your PE kit each
Friday. Session 1/5

Week 2

All week Phonics Screening Y1 All Y1 children will undertake the National

Check Y1 phonic screening check

Fri 12.6.26 PTA Event All children Sponsored penalty shoot-out and or
sponsored skip. Children choose which
they would like to take part in and collect
sponsorship money. This event will take
place during the school day.

Thur 11.6.26 | Workshop Y5 and Y6 Bible Explorers Session

Fri 12.6.26 Sailing Y5A 5A class sailing - Session 2/5

Inset Days for the remainder of this year:

e Inset Day 3 - Monday 22" June 2026
e Inset Day 4 — Friday 24" July 2026
e Inset Day 5 — Monday 27t July 2026

More dates will follow soon... please keep checking the list regularly for any additions. Thank
you ©
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NVE G POWER

It's easy to think of a lunchbox as just fuel for the physical body, but for a child ina
classroom, it's actually brain fuel. What they eat at lunchtime dictates exactly how much they'll
get out of their afternoon lessons. A good balanced lunchbox will help with their energy,
concentration and mood both at school and for the whole afternoon. We know it can be hard
sometimes...we are here to help.

Finding fresh lunchbox ideas every day can be tough, especially
on busy mornings.

Veg Power's Love Your Lunchbox resources are here to make
things easier with simple, affordable inspiration that help your
children to enjoy a wider variety of foods complete with a Shaun
the Sheep Lunch Box planner for you to download and use too.

Everyone at Veg Power are parents and we

y

all know the lunch box battie so, on our website, you'll find
practical and helpful ideas including:

Quick tips

Easy fruit and veg-boosting ideas

Short videos from registered nutritionist Catherine
Lippe RNutr. on what makes for a great lunchbox and
covering the all-important question of “How do you get
kids to eat what you pack?”

Ways to get your children involved in choosing and
prepanng their lunch

As it says on the website, aim for bolance and not perfection - you don't
have to do it all ot once as small changes can make big differences.

¥Scan the QR code or follow the link to the website to explore new ideas
and help to make packing those lunch boxes every morning a little bit easier
and fun for you and your child.

go.vplink.click/LoveYourLunchbox

€ Veg Power 2028
Shaun the Sheep and Shaun's imoge are trademarks of Acrdman Animations Limited 2026.
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aby
A S week series of webinars for
H o m e parents with babies to stay

cconnected in this time of change

“A couple’s emotional connection provides the

Funded by foundation for a child's development’

. Isle of Wight
Council

Fully Funded & Online
To book scan QR code or email:
lovemattersiow@gmail.com

L@V A not-for-profit organisation
E supporting all relationships at all

MATTERS stages. Providing workshops & 1:1

REAL RELATIONSHIPS

CONNECTION CARE support for parents, children,

families, couples




% @E‘ EEZ LOVE
MATTERS

REAL RELATIONSHIPS
CONNECTION CARE

Informal & practical tools inviting you to
experience a closer & more satisfying relationship

i hour
online
sessions
with Katie,
Gottman
Trained
Relationship
Educator

@lovemattersiow
Q7772192815
www.facebook.com/lovemattersiow
lovemattersiow@gmail.com

The Gottman Institute

Isle of Wight e A RESEARCH-BASED
APPROACH TO
" RELATIONSHIPS

Council
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ADD THE SPORTS HALL FOR JUST £10

Perfect for cake, games, activities
and food, even a bouncy castle!

Any enquiries can be directed to: jojo.morell@uksa.org



mailto:jojo.morell@uksa.org

\ Tennis & Pickleball
OPEN DAY!

Free entrance, all ages welcome
Kids bring your Mum and Dad for free taster lessons.
All equipment provided. Fun afternoon with music, side stalls, hot
dogs, burgers, cakes and drinks. Raffle!

SATURDAY, 13 JUNE, CHURCH LANE, BEHIND
12PM - 4PM YELFS HOTEL, RYDE
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At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.

WhatsApp is a free messaging app owned by Meta, allowing users to send text and voice
messages, share multimedia, make video calls, and chat in groups. With end-to-end
WHAT ARE encryption, only the sender and receiver can view messages. This may offer privacy, but
THE R,SKS? it also comes with risks that parents and educators need to be aware of.

—_ GROUP CHAT ‘ \ —. EXPOSURE THROUGH
PRESSURES ’ CHANNELS

Group chats enable multiple users to message ‘Channels’ are an optional feature that allows
in the same space, but this can also make it users to follow updates from public figures or
easier for young people to feel excluded or organisations; however, there is no way to block
overwhelmed. Negative comments can escalate this feature or filter its content by age. Young
quickly, and young people may feel pressure to users may encounter adult or distressing
respond or stay engaged even when the content, including misinformation and harmful
conversation is uncomfortable or upsetting. ideologies.

F F 9 =
SCAMS TARGETING WPUER
3 UNWANTED CONTACT AND
YOUNG USERS <) LOCATION SHARING /@

Scammers are increasingly using WhatsApp

to trick users into sharing personal information. WhatsApp users can share their live location,
Common scams include fraudsters posing as and if not managed carefully, this can allow
family members in an emergency or tricking others - even those in mutual groups - to track
users into revealing security codes. These can | someone’s whereabouts. Also, without the right
lead to identity theft or access to private e privacy settings, young users may be contacted
conversations. ~ iy by strangers.

DISAPPEARING AND y @ &
¥ : ; COMMERCIAL AND
HIDDEN MESSAGES , i ‘ Al CONTENT

WhatsApp offers features like disappearing Ll " -
messages and ‘Chat Lock’, which can give users “ ! ¢ WhatsApp now includes ads in the ‘Updates’
afalse sense of security. While intended to - feed and has introduced an Al assistant - Meta
protect privacy, they can be used by young i e Al - across the app, which cannot be removed.
users to hide inappropriate conversations or & These additions raise concerns about targeting,
“4'  content, making it harder for adults to spot ) { s e privacy, Al use, and the type of content children
4 potential issues. 14 and young people might interact with.

Adwce tor Parents & Educators -
REVIEW PRINACY SETTINGS TOGETHER _ @ . TEACH HOW TO SPOT SCAMS
(=

Help young users check who can see their profile photo, status, and Encourage caution around unusual and pected v ially
location. Activate the ‘Silence Unknown Callers’ setting and set | if they involve money or codes. Help young users understund the 5|gns of
group chat invitations to ‘My Contacts’ or ‘My Contacts Except...’ for scams and what to do if they receive a suspicious message. Enable two-step

added safety. verification to add an extra layer of protection.

e 3 A ’ o -
BE OPEN ABOUT HIDDEN CHATS

Discuss why children and young people might use features like | Explain that WhatsApp now includes ads and Al tools. Discuss the
disappearing messages or ‘Chat Lock’. Encourage them to share if J _ difference between genuine and sponsored content, and the potential for
something made them uncomfortable, even if the messages are gone. S5 Alto share inaccurate or age-inappropriate responses. Encourage young
Let them know that privacy should not mean secrecy. users to think critically before trusting or interacting with these features.

- Va DN\

Meet Qur Expert

Dr Claire Sutherland is an online safety consultant, educator and v o
researcher who has developed and implemented anti-bullying and cyber | ‘ thloncﬂ
safety policies for schools. She has written various academic papers and i Colle e®
carried out research for the Australian Government comparing internet * g

use and sexting behaviour of young people in the UK, USA and Australia. W\

¥See fulllrefe ist on our website “ /
S |

X @wake_up_weds 3 /wuwithenationalcollege @wake.up.wednesday d* @wake.upweds

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 18.02.2026
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