
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday 30th January 2026 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Our OPAL Journey Begins! 
This week has been an exciting week of audits, planning, grounds discussion, planning ‘quick wins’ and longer 
term projects, all with a focus on play. As the year progresses the school site will gradually change and areas 
will open up and provide lots of opportunities for collaboration, talk, problem-solving and increased social 
experiences for children. Keep your eyes peeled for more information…  
 

🌿 Splashing into Adventure: Our New Welly Initiative! 

We are thrilled to announce that we are working toward a goal of "Welly Boots for Every Child." Our mission 
is to open up the school’s grassed areas for play all year round, ensuring our pupils have the space to run, 
explore, and play, no matter the weather! With new and exciting areas to be developed over a two year plan.  
 

👢 How it Works 

To make "all-weather play" a reality, we are asking that every child has a pair of wellies to be kept at school.  
* Storage: Initially, wellies will be kept on pegs, so please provide them in a carrier bag. As the project 
grows, we are working toward installing dedicated outdoor welly-storage to make changing for break and 
lunch as easy as possible. You may also want to provide a change of tights, socks or school trousers for your 
child initially too. 

 Seasonal Sensibility: During the summer or when the ground is dry, standard school shoes will, of 
course, be perfectly fine! 

 Start Date: We will be introducing the children to these extended play areas starting Monday, 9th 
February 2026. 
 

♻️ The "Welly Swap" & Donations 

We know children grow fast! To keep this sustainable, we will eventually launch a Welly Swap Shop. To get 
us started, we need your help: If you have any outgrown wellies lurking in your cupboards at home, please 
bring them into the school office. We would love to give them a second life and ensure every child has access 
to the outdoors. 
 

🌐 Stay Updated 

We have added a brand-new OPAL (Outdoor Play and Learning) tab to our school website. We’ll be uploading 
more information, photos, and progress updates as the weeks go by. 
We can't wait to see the children enjoying the extra space and the benefits of outdoor play! 

Please don’t forget to complete a short survey about play experiences as they are at the moment for your 

child. Please follow this link: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdj1eTa9w3M1z-
_80oZNIiKQ0t2fMeyj_ergOR2bPJtHBTxuA/viewform?usp=publish-editor  

 
We will be resurveying over the next 12 -24 months to revaluate the provision, therefore initial surveys are 
really beneficial. Thank you.  
 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdj1eTa9w3M1z-_80oZNIiKQ0t2fMeyj_ergOR2bPJtHBTxuA/viewform?usp=publish-editor
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdj1eTa9w3M1z-_80oZNIiKQ0t2fMeyj_ergOR2bPJtHBTxuA/viewform?usp=publish-editor


NSPCC Number Day 2026 
On Friday 6th February, we will be holding our annual NSPCC Number Day.  To 
celebrate, we will be having a focus on calculations and problem solving and the 
children will engage with a range of maths activities throughout the day. These 
activities will help to promote a love of maths and show children that it can be 
creative, exciting and enjoyable! 

To mark the occasion, we are inviting children to dress up in a maths-
themed outfit.  
This could include:  
 Dressing as a number 
 Wearing clothes with shapes or patterns 
 Coming as a famous mathematician 
 Getting creative with maths-inspired accessories 
There is no pressure to buy anything new, simple and homemade ideas 
are absolutely perfect. We are looking forward to a day of fun and 

exciting maths and will share some photos of the day on class dojo and in the newsletter.  Thank you for 
your continuing support. A £1 donation to the NSPCC to support the charity, would be appreciated.  
 
Uniform 
We have noticed that there are some non-uniform items creeping in recently. Please ensure your child has 
full school uniform for school, including PE kit on their PE days. Trainers should only be worn on PE days 
unless completely black. If you require any school uniform, please collect some from the school uniform bank 
in the entrance foyer. If you can’t see the size you require, please ask at the office, as we may be able to 
help. Thank you.  
 
Winchester Science Centre 
Year 5 had an immersive and inspiring day at Winchester Science centre on Thursday, exploring different 
hands on science experiments. The planetarium was very popular as this was a 360 degree experience, 
getting the feeling of being in space! The rocket fuel experiment called ‘Blast Off!’ brought awe and wonder 
to the children, between moments of collaboration and creativity that led to scientific conclusions. The 
children were a real credit to the school, we are really proud of them and we hope you are too.  
 
Attendance and leave of absence in term time  
At school, every day is important. We quite often think of attendance in terms of percentages, and many 
communications are shared in this way, but for our children, it’s really about connection and confidence. 
When a child is persistently absent (attending for less than 90%) it means they are missing two days a 
month, half a day a week, 19 days a year, it creates gaps in knowledge that can make them feel like they’re 
starting a film halfway through, or missing an episode of something. Consistent attendance ensures your 
child doesn't miss out on the vital building blocks of reading and maths, but more importantly, it helps them 
maintain those precious friendships and the steady routines that make them feel safe and successful. We 
want every child to feel part of the team, and that starts with being in their classroom. 
 Friendship First: Being at school every day helps children stay in the loop with their friends, reducing 

social anxiety. 
 Building Bricks: Learning is like building a tower; if we miss the bottom bricks, the top ones become a 

bit wobbly! 
 Big Habits: Good attendance builds the "can-do" attitude that will help them all the way through life 

and prepare children for their next steps and journey into work.  
Did you know that missing just 10% of the school year (about 19 days) can make it significantly harder for 
a child to learn to read fluently by the end of Key Stage One. 
 
National Year of Reading – Storytelling week 
This year is the national year of reading. Get ready to turn up the volume on your imagination! As we dive 
further into the National Year of Reading, we are thrilled to promote National Storytelling Week 2026. This 
event is a joyful reminder that stories are our passports to other worlds; they allow us to step into 
someone else’s shoes, find a moment of calm, and sharpen those essential literacy skills. Reading for 
pleasure is a real skill to nurture and develop as you find stories and genres of books to enjoy. Whether 
this be to read yourself or to share with others.  



This year’s theme is called "Soundtrack your story," which explores the magical connection between music 
and the spoken word. Every one of us has a unique musical narrative—whether it’s found in: 
 The songs we love and the music we dance to. 
 The rhythms we feel or the soundscapes of our daily lives. 
 The iconic soundtracks from our favourite films and games. 
There are some ideas for storytelling games to play at home, at the bottom of the newsletter. Have some 
fun, enjoy some quality time sharing and laughing over some stories. Have fun   
 
Entering and Leaving School Rules: 
Please remember the entering and leaving school rules when arriving at school and when going home.  
It is important we think about our own and others safety.  
 

 



School Meals 
If you would like to apply for free school meals for your child, please come to the school office to complete 
a form, or please complete via the IOW Council weblink: https://www.iow.gov.uk/schools-and-
education/schools/free-school-meals/ 
 
Adult Community Learning 
Adult Community Learning are delighted to share their new programme of 
workshops and courses, for adults 19+ years.   Whether it is ICT, English or 
maths, art, craft, health and wellbeing or careers advice, we have something 
for everyone.  Check out what’s on offer and book at 
www.iow.gov.uk/ACLcourses , or call us on 817280. Come and learn something 
new in a relaxed and informal setting, at The Learning Centre, Westridge, Ryde. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dates coming up:  
 

Week 5: 

Mon - Thurs Y2 Mock SATs Week Y2 This is a first opportunity for the Y2 
children to practice for their SATs that 
are in the summer term. These will take 
place in the morning each day.  

Wed 4th Feb School Nurse Clinic  Any children and 
families 

If seeing a school nurse would be 
beneficial to you, please see Mrs Jones 
to book an appointment. The school 
nurse can support with sleep, toileting 
needs, diet, etc…  

Wed 4th Feb Young carers 
workshop 

Young carers in 
school 

Young carers in school to complete 
joint activities together with our young 
carer lead. A chance to build strong 
relationships and work together on 
something creative.  

Fri 6th Feb Number Day All children and 
staff 

NSPCC Number day. Children can come 
to school dressed, wearing a number / 
mathematical based costume. How 
creative can you get? Suggested £1 
donation towards a very worthwhile 
charity – the NSPCC. Thank you.  

Week 6:  

Tue 10th Feb  Internet Safety Day All classes  Internet Safety Day – there will be 
plentiful learning and tasks based on 
core learning about keeping safe on the 
internet.  

Fri 13th Feb  Last Day of the half 
term 

All children and 
families 

Enjoy the last day of half term before 
enjoying the break with family and 
friends.  

HALF TERM BREAK : Monday 16th February to Friday 20th February 2026 

    

 
 

 
 

Please remember to send any personal achievements to me via Dojo, so I can add them regularly 
to the school newsletter.  

I look forward to seeing your pictures and achievements. Thank you   

https://www.iow.gov.uk/schools-and-education/schools/free-school-meals/
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