
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday 9th December 2024 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
Tell-Me Boxes and Ted Bears 
We are delighted to introduce you to our new Classrooms assets, out bears and boxes! Let me tell you a 
little more about the new bears and boxes….  
 
Here are our new Ted-W Bears. These are bears for pre-school, Reception class, Key Stage One classrooms 
and Greenhaven KS1 class.   

TED – whilst is a common name for a bear it also 
represents the words Tell, Explain, Describe. 
These are key words that will be expanded on 
when asking children to tell us about situations 
that arise for them in school or elsewhere. It 
might be an incident with a peer at school and 
we need further insight to find out the facts, we 
need the children to Tell us, Explain in their 
words what happened and Describe how they 
felt.  
The TEDs have a key prompt on their paws to 
help the conversation flow. They have an 
embroidered W on each paw. This represents the 
four questions children may be asked: What 
happened? When did this happen? Where did 
this happen? Who was there?  

This helps the children feel really listened to and helps staff to understand each incident with clarity, so it 
can be resolved. Holding a teddy bear whilst they have a discussion can also be really comforting to a child 
as well. The TED bears are now in the classrooms. I am sure the children will start to tell you about them.  
 
Here are our Tell-Me Boxes. These are in each Key Stage Two 
class and are a progressive tool for Key Stage Two children. As 
children mature they become more discreet and may not want to 
always explain an incident in the way descibed above, but may 
feel more comfortable writing this down. Therefore we have Tell-
Me Boxes and TED slips in Key Stage Two classrooms. The 
children can record their view of what has happened on a slip of 
paper and put this into the box. The class teacher regulary looks 
at any box contents and is then able to talk to individuals about 
the incident they have reported. The slip of paper records the 
childs initial voice before they are then spoken to. The dialogue 
that staff members have with children after the slip has gone into the box, is the same as that for younger 
children and centres around unpicking the four ‘W’ questions. On some occasions, given the nature of the 
child’s concern, this may be passed to other staff members to discuss with them too. 
 
I am sure your children will be keen to tell you about these new classroom systems. 



Book Fair Success 
Thank you to everyone that recently supported the Scholastic Bok Fair in school. The support of three 
members of the PTA who helped run the stall after school raised a total of £537.15. This means that the 
school will be able to own £215 worth of free books for the school library. We are really grateful to children 
and families utilising the school book fair and helping make a contribution to the school in doing so. Thank 
you for your support.  
 
Winter Fayre class stall items 
This year the children will not be inviting parents/carers in for decorating afternoon, as instead the afternoon 
will be dedicated to making a decoration or item to sell at the Winter Fayre. Each class will have a stall that 
you will be welcome to peruse and purchase from. This way you have a keepsake memento from your child 
of an item they have made, that can be celebrated and kept for years to come.  
 
Winter Fayre 
The Winter Fayre takes place on Friday 13th December from 2pm until 5pm. Children can be collected at 
2pm, from their external classroom door and will be signed over to the adult responsible that is collecting 
them. You are then able to re-enter school through the side entrance that will be clearly signposted on the 
day, to explore and enjoy the Winter Fayre. If a 2pm collection is not possible or you would prefer a 3pm 
collection then the children will remain in their classroom, helping on the Winter Fayre class stall until 3pm 
under the supervision of staff. Please ensure supervision of your children on the school site, once they have 
been collected. Many thanks.  
The PTA have been working really, really hard to ensure it is a great fayre for everyone to enjoy. Please do 
support this school event. The enormous snow globe will be in the hall this year with various food and 
refreshment stalls. There is a raffle with some excellent prizes. Classroom stalls will be selling items the 
children are creating as well as having games to participate in. It will be lovely to welcome everyone to the 
fair. Please tell your friends and family to pop along too.  
 
Mufti Day Donations 
Thank you for the very generous donations on Friday towards the fair. The PTA have many different stalls 
to run. If you could spare a few hours on Friday to help run a stall please do let the office know. Events such 
as these rely on volunteers giving their time for the greater good. Please do consider helping at a stall. Thank 
you.  
 
Christingle Church Service 
Next Thursday evening, we will be holding our Christmas Christingle event. Each year group will be involved 
in the event. The Reception children will be the Nativity ensemble that will build during the service as well 
as classes offering their Christingles and entertaining us through song and readings depicting the First 
Christmas.  
Children will be required to wear their full school uniform back to the church in the evening please.  
We ask that children are returned to the church in the evening from 5:40pm, where they will register with 
their class teacher and you are welcome to find a seat, to enjoy the service. The service will start at 6pm 
and is expected to last for 50 minutes.  
Please do let your child’s class teacher know if they will not be returning to the church in the evening and 
taking part in this event. Thank you.  
 
Parental use of mobile phones on the school site 
This is a reminder that when visiting the school site during the school day, adults’ mobile phones should be 
away in pockets or bags please. There are safeguarding policies in place around mobile phone use in school 
and this extends to visitors onto the school site. Therefore, if engaging in a community of family event, 
mobile phone use is prohibited. In assemblies or events where memories are to be made a photo of your 
child will of course need to be captured. However generic use of cameras around the site is not acceptable. 
Thank you for your understanding in this matter.  
 
Y6 School Bank: 
This week is the last week of the school bank before the Christmas break. Please remember to send payments 
in to school, with the child’s banking card. Thank you for all contributions so far. The children are enjoying 
the school bank and this is hopefully helping in managing the payments towards the residential trip.  



Mud Kitchens: 
Both EYFS and Preschool have mud kitchens in their outside areas. At Christmas families sometimes receive 
new kitchen items as gifts. You might have new saucepans or baking trays.. if you have any old items that 
you would like to repurpose, the outdoor mud kitchens often require replacement items. Please think of us 
as a school before putting any items that could be utilised into the recycling bins please. Thank you   
 
School Uniform: 
A polite reminder that the school has a uniform consisting of grey trousers, skirts or pinafore dresses. A 
yellow polo shirt and a green cardigan or jumper. Socks should be plain grey, black or white please and plain 
black shoes should be worn to school each day. Trainers are acceptable on PE days, where children wear 
the PE kit to school of the day. However, they are not suitable for every day. If you require any pre-loved 
school uniform to replenish your stock please see Miss Greenhalgh. Thank you for your understanding and 
ensuring your child wears full school uniform to school each day.  
 
Dates coming up:  
 

Date Event Year Group Details / Special Arrangements 

Week 6 

Fri 13th Dec PTA Christmas 
Fayre 

Whole school 2-5pm in the main school  

Week 7 

Mon 16th Dec Christmas 
Christingle 
Service 
rehearsal 
only 

Whole school Children will go All Saint’s Church to practice for 
the Christingle Service 

Wed 18th Dec Jumpers! YR – Y6  Christmas Jumper Day 

Wed 18th Dec Dinner YR – Y6 Christmas Dinner Day –pre-ordered only  

Thur 19th Dec Christingle 
Service  

Whole school  All Saint’s Church 6-8pm 

Fri 20th Dec Whole school 
cinema 

YR – Y6 Vintage Cinema  

Fri 20th Dec Party Lunch Whole School Christmas Party Lunch – pre-ordered only   

Fri 20th Dec Parties  Whole School Christmas Party Afternoon – wear party clothes 
to school  

Fri 20th Dec Term ends Everyone  Last Day of the term – happy holidays   

 
Winter break – Monday 23rd December – Friday 3rd January 

 

Week 1 

Mon 6th Jan  Term starts Everyone  We look forward to seeing everyone for the 
start of the Spring Term in school.  

    

Week 2 

Wed 15th Jan Primary school 
application 
deadline 

Anyone with 
children due to 
start school in 
September 

Deadline closes midnight 

Wed 15th Jan Y6 SATs 
meeting 

Year 6 This is a meeting for parents about the SATs in 
May 

Thurs 16th Jan Science Day 1 Everyone   Science Day 1 – more information to follow 

Fri 17th Jan Science Day 2 Everyone  Science Day 2 – come to school dressed up as 
someone from the field of science – a doctor, 
dentist, paleontologist, mad scientist…. Ready 
for a fun day of experiments and investigations 

 



 
 

 
 



 



 


