
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday 15th November 2024 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
Anti-bullying Week Activities 
This week started off on Tuesday with children being invited into school wearing odd socks. There was a 
great mix of long socks, short socks, pictured and patterned socks, fluffy and just plain old socks. The reason 
behind this is to highlight to children that it is ok to be different and individual. Children enjoyed the chance 
to wear different socks to school.  
The week then involved various assemblies, lessons and workshops about Anti-bullying. In KS2 children 
discussed choices – and although we are allowed to make our own choices, sometimes these lead to other 
people being hurt or made to feel different. Their anti-bullying workshops led to them thinking about being 
in a café where some of them where sat down and wouldn’t let anyone else in. Children used the term ‘ring 
leader’ who is described as someone who told them not to let anyone in. They worked in pairs to make poses 
of feelings. They also discussed characters from two books that they were familiar with, The Boy at the Back 
of the Class, and Wonder – where in each book the main character is made to feel different.  
In KS1 the children were asked a range of questions where they had to decide where on the line they stood. 
Questions such as ‘do you like ice-cream?’ ‘do you like chocolate?’ ‘do you like playing on your own?’ and ‘do 
you like being mean to others?’. 
Children across the school have said that they enjoyed the workshops and other activities – here are just 
some of their thoughts about what they have learned this week: 
To show respect             To be kind             No matter on difference still show respect 
Always be true to yourself  Make your true colours shine  To be nice 
Remember to talk to a trusted adult         Made me think about being kind more often 
Made me think about playing with different people sometimes  How not to be a bully 
 
Children in Need 
We saw lots of spots in school – on arms, faces, 
socks, jumpers, t-shirts and so on, as well as many 
Pudsey onesie’s and ears walking around school.  
This is what our children have said about Children 
in Need day and why it is important: 
It helps us to think about other children such as:  
Some children do not have a safe place to live or a 
bed to lie in 
Some children to not have the same learning 
opportunities as us 
Homelessness  
Some do not get much food or only drink  
There are lots of children less fortunate than 
ourselves and days like this help us to think about them more and how we can help them just a little bit 
Children need to have what they deserve to have 
Every week in assembly we look at the United Nations Rights of the Child – and days like this make us think 
about what we have and what others don’t. 
 
 



Smartwatches  
A gentle reminder that smartwatches are treated in the same as phones and cannot be used in school. Please 
see the poster at the back of the newsletter regarding smartwatches, as a useful guide to access. Many 
thanks for your understanding.  
 
Governors Activity this Week 
It has been lovely to welcome the Federation Goverors into school over 
the half term for varying events. Governors have completed learning walks 
of the schools in classrooms and learning spaces from pre-school to Y6 on 
both school sites. There have been opportunities for Governors to attend 
Reading Café’s and Writing Café’s at the schools and have been looking 
carefully at opportunities for the children alongide the schools budegts and 
spend.  
Thanks go to all Governors for the significant voluntary work for the benefit 
of all children and staff across the Federation.  
Please do consider giving your honest feedback to Governors as a result 
of the Reading Cafes you attend as we are listening to the voice of your 
experiences to continue to develop the school.  
Please either scan th QR Code or access via this link: https://forms.office.com/e/Xk8eY9MVqx 
 
Year 6 Residential 
We are delighted that the Year 6 children will this year be participating in a residential visit to London in the 
summer term. Thank you to everyone for signing up and paying deposits for this truly wonderful experience. 
The children will really love spending time together at some incredible places; Legoland, an evening theatre 
show, seeing the key sights of London on a walking tour and going to the Natural History Museum. It will be 
an incredible experience for everyone   
To develop the financial understanding of the children, the school bank will begin on Tuesday 19th November 
and will be every Tuesday morning until the end of April. Please ensure your child brings their banking card 
to school along with any payment for their residential trip. The banking card will be marked accordingly once 
monies have been received at school. We’ll update you with photos in next week’s newsletter.   
 
Personal Achievements: 
Please remember to keep us updated on any personal achievements you would like to be recognised in the 
school newsletter. Please send these via Class Dojo and we can publish these regularly. 
 
You child might have learnt to ride their bike; achieved an award for an outside 
sporting event; or achieved something really special or unique for them. Let 
us know and we can celebrate with the community.  
 
Reading Café’s  
 
Reading Café’s started last week and continue this week. This is an opportunity 
to come into school and enjoy some time reading different materials with your 
child. There will be opportunities to find out about class reading expectations 
for individual year groups and the importance of regular reading. Not just from 
school reading books, but in other forms too.  Teas, coffees and biscuits 
available. School Governors will also be in attendance at many of the 

sessions too. We are really looking forward 
to welcoming you into school.   
  

 

https://forms.office.com/e/Xk8eY9MVqx


 
Working Together to Improve School Attendance  
Being in school and having the best attendance possible underpins all the many benefits of school for your 
child, such as their learning, wellbeing and wider development. For some children, attending school every 
day will be harder than for others. This is why schools, and local councils in some cases, are committed to 
working together with families to solve problems and support your child’s school attendance. 
New guidance to schools and local councils mean that students will be better supported to be in school and 
attend regularly. Schools with be supported to analyse their data and offer assistance to those families who 
need it quicker.  
The Department for Education has amended the framework for the issuing of penalty notices in relation to 
unauthorised absence. Whilst it is expected that schools support families, if the support is not engaged with, 
schools will be able to apply for penalty notices to be issued to families for unauthorised absence. This may 
be due to students arriving significantly late to school, schools not being informed of the reasons for a student 
being absent, or schools not agreeing with the reason for the absence. In the event of unauthorised holidays 
in term time, the support element would not be offered.  
In addition, the cost of Truancy Penalty Notices has risen to £160 per parent, per child (reduced to £80 if 
paid within 21 days for a first incidence). If a second penalty notice is issued within a rolling three-year 
period, the notice is now at the £160 rate. No penalty notice will be issued for a third time. In that event, 
the absence would be considered for prosecution.  
For more details please click here. 
 
 
 
Dates coming up:  
 
More dates will be added as the term progresses. Please check the dates coming up 
weekly too as well as all the dates below.  
 

Date Event Year Group Details / Special Arrangements 

Week 3 – National Road Safety Week  

Mon 18th Nov Reading Cafe Gnome Class 2:30pm – please sign in at the school office  

Mon 18th Nov School 
Nursing 

All parents/ 
carers 

School Nursing team on site for bookable 
appointments regarding your child and any 
health needs, e.g. toileting, constipation, diet, 
growth, sleep, etc… Please see information 
above  

Tue 19th Nov Reading Café Phoenix Class 2:30pm – please sign in at the school office 

Wed 20th Nov Reading café Griffin Class 2:30pm – please sign in at the school office 

Thurs 21st Nov Roadshow All classes  Road Safety Show performed by Mr Randini – a 
fun and exciting way to learn the clear 
messages of road safety 

Thurs 21st 
Nov 

Reading Café Kraken Class 2:30pm – please sign in at the school office 

Fri 22nd Nov Reading Café Centaur Class 2:30pm – please sign in at the school office 

Fri 22nd Nov Swimming Y3 Swimming session 9/10 

Week 4  

Mon 25th – Fri 
29th  

Assessment 
Week 

Y1-Y6 Assessment week in school.  

Mon 25th – Fri 
29th 

Scholastics 
Book Fair 

Whole school Book fair will be in main school from 3pm – 
please come and have a look 

Mon 25th Nov Reading Café Pre-school 2pm in main school – please sign in at the 
school office 

Tues 26th Nov Reading café Basilisk Class 2:30pm – please sign in at the school office 

Fri 29th Nov  Swimming  Y3 FINAL Swimming session 

Week 5 

https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2024/02/29/fines-for-parents-for-taking-children-out-of-school-what-you-need-to-know/


Mon 2nd Dec Workshop All parents / 
carers  

Parent/Carer evening workshop about gang 
crime and violence in the community (Only for 
18+ participants, no children permitted) 
This is held at Gatten & Lake Primary School 

Wed 4th Dec Flu 
immunisations 

Whole school  Flu Immunisations – more information to follow 
to enable your child to have the flu spray in 
school this day. 

Thurs 5th  Dec Workshops Y5 & Y6 Children’s workshops on R.U.D.E (More 
information to follow) 

Week 6 

Fri 13th Dec PTA Christmas 
Fayre 

Whole school 2-5pm in the main school  

Week 7 

Mon 16th Dec Christmas 
Christingle 
Service 
rehearsal  

Whole school Children will go All Saint’s Church to practice for 
the Christingle Service 

Wed 18th Dec Jumpers! YR – Y6  Christmas Jumper Day 

Wed 18th Dec Dinner YR – Y6 Christmas Dinner Day – this will need to be pre-
ordered 

Wed 18th Dec Christingle 
Service 

Whole school  All Saint’s Church 6-8pm 

Thur 19th Dec Christingle 
Service  

Whole school  All Saint’s Church 6-8pm 

Fri 20th Dec Whole school 
cinema 

YR – Y6 Vintage Cinema  

Fri 20th Dec Parties  Whole School Christmas Party Afternoon – wear party clothes 
to school  

Fri 20th Dec Term ends Everyone  Last Day of the term – happy holidays   

 
Winter break – Monday 23rd December – Friday 3rd January 

 

Week 1 

Mon 6th Jan  Term starts Everyone  We look forward to seeing everyone for the 
start of the Spring Term in school.  

    

 

 
 



 


